
1989 Biblical Theology Symposium
A very unusual gathering took place in Pasadena, California the weekend of June 23-25. Sixteen individuals, from several states and as far away as England, met for two days of intensive study and discussion as part of what was called a 1989 Biblical Theology Symposium. The list of participants reads like a Who's Who roster of former WCG/AC evangelists, pastors, faculty members and administrative leaders: David Antion, Phillip Arnold, Anthony Buzzard, Al Carrozzo, Wayne Cole, Ronald Dart, Olin Degge, Charles Dorothy, Lester Grabbe, David Jon Hill, Charles Hunting, Brian Knowles, Robert Kuhn, Ernest Martin, Jack Martin, and James Tabor.
The Symposium was planned and sponsored by James Tabor and Robert Kuhn, and had no connection to any organization. The theme of the Symposium was "Twenty Years After." Kuhn and Tabor found it fascinating that all participants would have been in fundamental agreement on all basic biblical doctrines back in 1969, during the heyday of the WCG. But, they wondered, what about today, twenty years later? The only stipulation in making up their somewhat arbitrary and selective list of individuals to be invited was that each one have some kind of ongoing interest in biblical areas. Tabor explained, "We were not interested in current church affiliation or personal matters, nor in trying to hammer out some kind of agreement or harmony. We knew that many very different attitudes, approaches, methods, and conclusions would be represented by such a group. That was what we wanted and expected."
The sessions focused on three subject areas: Christology and Salvation, Prophetic Scenarios, and the Biblical Covenants. Three to four hours of discussion were allotted to each. Many participants prepared formal papers, most of which had been predistributed.
According to Tabor, the atmosphere was relaxed and enjoyable, with a good mixture of humor and earnest debate. Many of the participants had not seen one another for a decade or more and this personal aspect of renewed friendship turned out to be as valuable as any substantive exchange of views. "As it turns out," he said, "one could have hardly assembled a more diverse group in terms of the biblical areas we discussed."
Though the group represented various directions and achievements over the past twenty years, it is interesting that of the sixteen, six had gone on to earn accredited Ph.D. degrees from major universities. None of the participants are current members of the WCG. Although several WCG leaders were invited they declined to participate. Tabor and Kuhn hope that some of the papers presented can be edited and published in a small volume. They also stated that similar meetings might be planned for the future.

